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Prairie  State 
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* Illinois,  discovered  by  Marquette  and  Joliet  in 
1673.  has  been  under  three  flags. 

* French  control  lasted  until  1765  when  the 
English  took  possession.  In  1778  George  Rogers 
Clark  conquered  it  lor  Virginia.  A part  of  the 
Northwest  Terr.tory  for  many  years,  Illinois  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  in  181& 

* Third  state  in  populatton.  7,845.000  (1937 
Census  Bureau  estimate).  Illinois  is  23rd  in  area. 
56,665  square  miles.  Its  greatest  geographical  ex- 
tent is  385  miles  north  to  south  and  218  miles 

* Bituminous  coal,  in  the  production  of  which 
Illinois  ranks  third,  underlies  two-thirds  ol  the 
State.  Oil,  limestone,  silica,  fluor  spar,  fuller's  earth, 
and  lead  arc  also  found  in  commercial  quantities. 

* In  farm  machinery  manufacture  Illinois  ranks 
first  and  is  well  toward  the  top  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  steel,  electrical' goods,  clothing,  furniture, 
cement  and  printed  matter.  Its  slaughtering  and 
meat  packing  plants  are  the  nation’s  largest. 

* Illinois  ranks  first  among  the  states  in  hard  road 
mileage,  12616;  second  in  railroad  mileage,  14,435; 

in  corn  and  oats,  fifth  in  wheat,  and  third  in  the 
combined  value  of  its  farm  horses,  cattle,  sheep 

* Illinois,  which  elects  its  Governor  and  most  of 
the  other  constitutional  officers  for  four-year  terms, 
has  29  members  of  the  Congress  (2  Senators  and 
27  Representatives).  The  State  Senate  has  51 
members;  the  State  House  ol  Representatives.  153; 
the  State  Supreme  Court.  7. 
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